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Tamasa has been mentioned by the poet in three contexts, twice in canto IX
(20,72) and once in* canto XIV (76) of the 'SLaghuvattisa. The first two allusions
are made evidently to the same river as they refer to almost the same context.
In the first is preserved a panegyrical record of Dasaratha who had decorated the
banks of the Sarayu and Tamasa by erecting myriads of golden sacrificial
posts1. The second alludes to the same king entering the neighbouring forests for
hunting, obviously proceeding parallel to the river and emerging on the bank of
Tamasa crowded with ascetics2. This Tamasa is no other than the rivet Tonse,
a branch of the Sarayu (Gogra) in Oudh, which flowing through Azamgath, falls
into the Ganges near Ballia (U,P.)- It flows twelve miles to the west of the
Sarayu and is itself called by that name (Sarju) at Ballia and in the neighbouring
locality. The bank of the Tamasa is associated with the early life of Valmiki3.
The third reference to this river is made in connection with Slta's exile4.
The 'difficulty presents itself when we proceed to identify this river. It is
evidently a river distinct from the Tonse we have discussed above inasmuch
as it is reached after crossing the Ganges5. Now it cannot be the above one as
it lies between Ayodhya and the Ganges and flows at a little distance from Ayodhya
and the distant Ganges need not be crossed to reach it. Then we know only
three Tonses, viz. (i) one we have already referred to; (2) the river Tonse6 in
Rewa in Central India; and (3) the Tonse in, Garhwal and Dehradun7. The
junction of this last named river with the Jumna near the Sirmur frontier was a
sacred place where Ekavira, called also Haihaya, the progenitor of the Haihaya
race and the grandfather of Karttaviryatjuna was born8. The possibility of the
first of these rivers is already discarded. The third Tonse, the western feeder
(in Garhwal) of the Jumna flows in too distant a place where Slta could have
been sent, in view, firstly, of her advanced stage of pregnancy9; secondly, of her
going on a mere pleasure trip, thirdly, of the absence of night-fall during the
drive, the journey to that distance being expected to be completed in several
months; and, finally, because we have to locate the hermitage of Valmiki on its
bank (the Ganges intervening between it and Ayodhya) which we know from the
Ramayana10, and probably also from the 'KaghuvawSa (which places this hermitage
on the way of Satrughna proceeding to kill the demon Lava^na from Ayodhya to
Madhupaghna11, identified by Growse12 withMaholi, five miles to the south-west
of the present town of Muttra, the city of Lavana, whom he kills18 and whose
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